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Introduction 

Good morning, Committee-chair Allen and members of the Committee on Transportation and the 

Environment.  

My name is Uwe S. Brandes, and it is my honor to serve as chair of the District of Columbia 

Commission on Climate Change and Resiliency.  

I am here today to: 

1.​ Provide an update on the Commision; 

2.​ Convey highlights from our recently released Third Report with the subtitle: 

Strengthening Capacity & Anticipating Change; 

3.​ Discuss the Commission’s goals for the coming year; 

4.​ Discuss the Commission’s key challenges. 

Councilmember Allen, I’d like to thank you for your leadership and the leadership of the entire 

D.C. Council in introducing and passing new legislation, passing strategic budgets and engaging 

District citizens in the vital challenge of climate change in the District of Columbia.  

 

Commission Update 

Our 16 commissioners are honored to serve the citizens of the District of Columbia in our effort 

to assess how the complex challenges associated with climate change can be a catalyst for our 

city to grow stronger, more equitable, more resilient, and more sustainable.  The Commission 

was established to bring an independent perspective to the complex issues associated with 

climate change.  We are heartened by past progress, but we are deeply concerned by recent 

trends and headwinds.  The District is a global leader in responding to climate change, and we 

are proud to play a role in this unprecedented and historic transformation of our city.   
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Here we are; it is 2026.  DC established a GHG emissions baseline year in 2006, so we are 20 

years into our emissions reduction journey.  Good news: Recent data shows we have reduced 

GHG emissions by 42%.  But if we look ahead, we are only 19 years from DC’s legislatively 

mandated milestone of achieving a carbon-free DC.  Is this possible? 

 

Our future success is not solely a matter for the DC Government.  It requires the attention and 

action from all government instrumentalities, our utilities, our regional and federal public sector 

partners, private sector companies and non-profit sector organizations.  All of our residents and 

visitors are central to this transformation.  We are all in this together.  Additionally, while we 

may not like it, global GHG emissions have not yet peaked.  We need to anticipate a changing 

climate that will continue to impact us locally, even if we meet our own emissions reduction 

targets. 

The Commission’s work is organized around three core themes:  

1.​ Transition to Clean Energy. 

2.​ Rapidly Growing Climate-related Risks.  

3.​ Empowerment of All Communities. 

Underlying these themes is a single common decision-making factor:  

1.​ Social Equity is a Throughline for all Climate Actions. 

 

The Commission’s Third Report: Strengthening Capacity & Anticipating Change 

Summary of Commission Findings 

Findings: 
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1.​ Everyone Has a Material Role to Play – Every resident, community, business, and 

organization must play a material role in adapting to and mitigating climate change. 

2.​ Recent Emissions Reductions Face New Headwinds – 2023 emissions data show steady, 

long-term progress, but emerging trends strongly suggest that new policies, investments, 

and innovations are necessary to meet legislated emissions targets.  

3.​ Unreliable Energy Demand Assumptions – Future energy demand and supply associated 

with the adoption of artificial intelligence technologies appear to be substantially in 

excess of existing policy assumptions, and these trends significantly affect the PJM 

Interconnection regional electricity grid that the District is part of. 

4.​ Global Emissions Continue to Rise – Rising global greenhouse gas emissions warrant 

consideration of worst-case scenarios in the District’s climate adaptation planning. 

5.​ A 20-Year Implementation Countdown – The CEDC framework represents a 20-year 

timeframe to foster all of the public and private investments necessary to achieve District 

carbon neutrality.  

 

Summary of Commission Recommendations 

Adaptation: 

1.​ Restore the Chief Resilience Officer's position to report directly to the City Administrator 

to best coordinate actions across public agencies and the DMV region in anticipation of 

future worst-case climate scenarios. 
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2.​ Start implementing a host of community resilience measures identified by recent District 

planning efforts to reduce or eliminate future impacts to local communities, with a 

priority of clarifying and streamlining the establishment of community resilience hubs. 

3.​ Continue to anticipate and manage flooding across scales of time and geography as 

outlined by the findings of the Interagency Flood Task Force and recent coastal zone 

planning.  

4.​ Reduce urban heat islands, especially in areas of greatest vulnerability and across the 

downtown in order to promote human comfort, attract visitors, and grow economies. 

Mitigation: 

5.​ Aggressively pursue the diversification and density of land uses in the urban core to curb 

regional land use sprawl and maximize the performance of the Washington Metropolitan 

Area Transit Authority (WMATA) transit system.  

6.​ Attract investment, restore funding, improve enforcement, and strengthen rules necessary 

to meet legislated carbon neutrality goals with a priority on the buildings sector, clean 

energy generation in the District, and clean electricity in the PJM Interconnection.  

7.​ Advance new policy frameworks to value embodied carbon as a strategy to reduce 

lifecycle emissions. 

 

Engagement: 

 

8.​ Foster a vibrant culture of innovation which embraces private investment and positions 

the District as a globally significant jurisdiction to demonstrate new technologies. 
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9.​ Further advance the adoption of – and regularly report – key performance indicators 

across all District government agencies, instrumentalities, authorities, and utilities in the 

service of achieving interim and long-term goals.  

10.​Strategically align climate communications to empower all individuals and organizations 

to take action across all sectors of the District’s economy. 

 
State of the Commission 

The Mayor and the Council appoint members to the 16 seats on the Commission.  As of this 

month, we have three open seats, and we are working diligently to fill them.  Per D.C. Law 

21-185, the Commission meets publicly on a quarterly basis and produces an independent report 

to the Mayor and the Council every three years.  Beyond our legislatively mandated 

responsibilities, the Commission coordinates with public agencies and engages members of the 

public.   

Recent progress includes:  

●​ Quarterly Public Meetings – The Commission conducted our legislatively required 

quarterly public meetings, which were advertised and open to the public.  The 

Commission hosted presentations from District agencies and non-governmental 

organizations, including the following subjects: 

●​ Knowledge Forum – In service of the production of our Third Report, the Commission 

conducted an open public meeting at the MLK Jr. Library at the end of January.  This 

event convened diverse voices and perspectives as well as key leaders from the Public 

Service Commission, the DOEE, the Capital Weather Gang and residents from all 8 

Wards of our city.  Over 200 persons attended. 

●​ Third Report – The Third Report was released to the public earlier this month.  
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Upcoming Goals 

Annual goals: 

●​ Work to disseminate and debrief stakeholders on our Third Report; 

●​ Reassess the Commission’s overall approach to its work; 

●​ Support ongoing efforts to form the DC Climate Youth Council. 

 
 
Commission Challenges 

The Commission faces critical challenges: 

●​ Limited staff capacity. 

●​ Administrative challenges associated with funds procurement. 

●​ A range of response rates from individual stakeholder agencies, especially the limited 

engagement with Federal Government representatives.  

 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify and share our recent progress.  I look forward to 

responding to any questions you may have. 
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