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SUPPORTING LOCAL & 

SMALL BUSINESS IN 

DC

The Department of Small and Local Business 

Development (DSLBD) supports the development, 

economic growth, and retention of District-based 

businesses, and promotes economic 

development throughout the District's 

commercial corridors.

Visit Us Online 

https://dslbd.dc.gov/

https://dslbd.dc.gov/


WE RUN (AND HAVE 

RUN) MANY 

PROGRAMS
The Inno.ED team has engaged over 20,000 DC 

entrepreneurs in the last 8 years. 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻƭƪǎΩ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

barriers and challenges they face, and the 

community of support that helps them build 

those entrepreneurial dreams one step at a time.

Build A Dream

P I T C H
SMALL BIZ ASSIST

t

o

DC YouthCorps



District.

The Department of Small and Local Business Development (DSLBD) is excited to announce the

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5/ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ

upcycling/alternatives, and fashion empowerment - to support growth of the fashion economy in

initiative focuses on four fashion sustainability areas - technological innovation, recommerce, textile

ReFashion Initiative (in beta) led by the Innovation & Equitable Development (Inno.ED) Divison. This

RECOMMERCE

TECH INNOVATION 

FASHION EMPOWERMENT

TEXTILE UPCYLCING/ALTERNATIVES 



VISION

MISSON

commercially viable solutions through circular and sustainable business models. 

businesses and seeks to redefine what fashion must become to meet systematic challenges. 

Via the four fashion sustainability areas the initiative supports District-based fashion economy

The ReFashion Initiative currently provides agency for community building, resource/education

sharing and networking to DC-based fashion designers/apparel and businesses that are bringing



Technological 
Innovation 
This area champions the role technological innovation plays in making fashion 

more sustainable from technology-based businesses or manufacturers that market 

applications to achieve greater sustainability. For example, utilization of artificial 

intelligence (AI) to better forecast customer demand; fit technology to reduce 

online returns; or providing the technology to reduce textile waste at the 

manufacturing stage. 



Textile 
Alternatives/Upcycling

This area champions textile manufacturers, designers or startups who use innovative, 

sustainable alternatives to traditional textiles to repurpose or create new garments, thereby 

extending the lifespan of textiles, and upcycle it to their market. ς examples: textiles made 

from repurposed formerly discarded byproducts, or lab-grown cultures. 



ReCommerce

This area champions fashion & apparel rental or resale business that are built on 

circular business models and sell via storefront or digital retail channels ς examples: 

secondhand stores, resell digital apps that sell 2nd hand apparel or accessories. 



Fashion 
Empowerment

This area seeks to break down barriers fashion entrepreneurs face by providing agency for 

community building, resources/education sharing and networking to empower them with the 

tools to realize their full business potential. 

DC-based fashion businesses & entrepreneurs can book a one-on-one consultation with 

ReFashion to discuss topics related to fashion entrepreneurship & business. Book here: 

https://outlook.office365.com/book/InnoED@o365.dc.gov/ ReFashion collaborates with 

industry experts to provide technical assistance activations from time to time. Please visit 

5{[.5Ωǎ ¸ƻǳ ¢ǳōŜ channel for specific business topics: 

http://www.youtube.com/@smallbizdc 

https://outlook.office365.com/book/InnoED@o365.dc.gov/
https://outlook.office365.com/book/InnoED@o365.dc.gov/
http://www.youtube.com/@smallbizdc
http://www.youtube.com/@smallbizdc


Number of small business or 
participants in 
coaching/counseling fashion 
business/entrepreneurship

Number of total event
participants (trainings or
networking online or inperson)

Number of 
ReFashion TA hours
Number of ReFashion 
Email Address Sign Ups

Number of Events 
(trainings, 
networking)

ReFashion Updates 
(23Dec24)

84 

124

22

118

8



Collaborators 
United States Patent, Trademark Office 
(USPTO) Smithsonian Institution Folklife 
Festival George Washington University 
gx¬¨| x3`©§x©¡3WV3`t­£¦ƻ§3byy|vx3£y3
LGBTQA Affairs The Fashion Connection 
The Global Fashion Exchange Goodwill 
of Greater Washington Chesapeake 
Fibershed Black Meta Agency

ReFashion 
Updates

2024



Out of the Closet! A Pride 
Slow Fashion Clothing 
Swap 

ReFashion 
Updates

June 2024
On June 4th, DSLBD kicked off Pride Month with 30 
attendees celebrating sustainability. They marked 
the first day of Pride month by giving their pre -  
loved clothes a second life at ReFashion's first in -  
person event! Folks came  to hear from two talented 
DC fashion designers (Saba Tshibaka of Rendered 
Inc. and Evan Ibrahim of Stitches DC ) during the 
sustainable fashion designer showcase. They also 
heard from DC Government (DSLBD ReFashion and  
WV3`t­£¦ƻ§3byy|vx3£y3_ZUgdT3Tyyt|¦§),  The Fashion 
Connection , The Global Fashion Exchange and 
Goodwill of Greater Washington  all to discuss 
fashion sustainability practices, advocacy, small 
business resources, and insider thrift tips. 
Afterwards the clothing swap began with a lively 
atmosphere of music, networking, community and 
belonging on the first day of Pride month. 

https://www.renderedinc.shop/
https://www.renderedinc.shop/
https://stitchesdc.com/
https://www.renderedinc.shop/
https://www.renderedinc.shop/
https://stitchesdc.com/
https://communityaffairs.dc.gov/molgbtqa
https://dslbd.dc.gov/
https://communityaffairs.dc.gov/molgbtqa
https://www.thefashionconnection.org/
https://communityaffairs.dc.gov/molgbtqa
https://www.globalfashionxchange.org/
https://www.thefashionconnection.org/
https://www.thefashionconnection.org/
https://dcgoodwill.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIi9KV7bXAhgMV4ltHAR3prgsoEAAYASAAEgK08fD_BwE
https://www.globalfashionxchange.org/
https://dcgoodwill.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIi9KV7bXAhgMV4ltHAR3prgsoEAAYASAAEgK08fD_BwE


Textile Recycling 
Partnership with 
Smithsonian Institution 
Folklife Festival

ReFashion 
Updates

July 2024

ReFashion is proud to collaborate with the world -  
¦x¢£«¢xw3f¡|¨{§£¢|t¢3\¢§¨|¨©¨|£¢3Y£ ~ |yx3Yx§¨|ªt ƻ§3
Sustainability Team to achieve the highest waste 
diversion rate at their festivals in Washington DC by 
donating leftover textiles and fabric scraps to 
ReFashion designers. As a textile recycling service, 
ReFashion will be able to accept festival fabric 
leftovers and offer it to local fashion designers who 
in turn can repurpose to create new garments, 
continue the lifespan of the fabric, and upcycle it to 
their market. 



Downtown DC Holiday 
Market
ReFashion nominated a small textile upcycling 
storefront to vend at the popular Downtown DC 
Holiday Market during the holiday season in front 
of the Capital One Arena.

ReFashion 
Updates

Holidays 2024



FY25ReFashion Pitch 
Competition

ReFashion 
Updates

FY2025
The FY 25 ReFashion Pitch Competition is an 
opportunity for businesses to pitch a problem or 
opportunity in the sustainable fashion market with 
a viable solution. DSLBD intends to award 6 grants 
to DC small and local sustainable fashion business 
ranging between $2,500 to $6,000. The six (6) 
participants will be chosen to compete at a live in -
person pitch competition in front of a judges panel 
during National Small Business Week in May 2025. 
To learn more: https://dslbd.dc.gov/service/current -  
funding - opportunities



Connect with 
ReFashion 

https://dslbd.dc.gov/ inno.ed@dc.gov





CBE All Things Green 
Grants 

To promote and support CBE involvement in the expanding green and environmentally 

uwuvckpcdng"kphtcuvtwevwtg"cpf"gpgti{"octmgvu0"Kp"rctvpgtujkr"ykvj"FEҲu"Fgrctvogpv"qh"Gpgti{"

cpf"Gpxktqpogpv"*ҵFQGGҶ+."FUNDF"uwrrqtvu"EDGu"d{"rtqxkfkpi"vtckpkpi"qrrqtvwpkvkgu"vq"rtgrctg"

vjgo"hqt"FQGG."FE"Uwuvckpcdng"Gpgti{"Wvknkv{"*ҵFEUGWҶ+."cpf"qvjgt"itggp"cpf"gpxktqpogpvcnn{"

sustainable procurement opportunities.



CBE All Things 
Green Grants 

Grant Categories

CBE Green Contract Services Grant:

DSLBD intends to award up to four (4) grants between $50,000 to $70,000 each from $240,000 in 

available funding for FY 25.

CBE Green Pitch Grant:

DSLBD intends  to award one (1) grant of  $50,000 to the CBE who conducts  the CBE Green Pitch 

training  program, and award CBE Green Pitch Competition  participants  between $1,000 and 

$10,000 from  the $175,000 in total  funding  for FY 25. 

CBE Green Business Support Lottery Grant:

Via a randomized lottery, DSLBD intends to award CBEs registered with DSLBD as small, resident- 

owned, and disadvantaged nine (9) grants, ranging up to $7,000, from  $59,500 in available funding 

for  FY 25.

CBE Green Event Grant: 

FUNDF"kpvgpfu"vq"cyctf"&47.722"vq"qpg"*3+"EDG"vjcv"yknn"rncp"FEҲu"EDG"Itggp"Kpfwuvt{"Tcnn{"Fc{0



CBE All Things 
Green Grants 

Email Business.Opportunities@dc.gov

DSLBD.DC.GOV

Note: this funding 

opportunity is exclusively for 

CBEs

mailto:Business.Opportunities@dc.gov


Kenyattah Robinson
Mount Vernon Triangle BID
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DC Commission on Climate Change & Resiliency:
2025 Knowledge Forum

Circular Economies in the Mount Vernon Triangle
January 25, 2025
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About Mount Vernon Triangle

Á hƴŜ ƻŦ 5/Ωǎ мн .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
Districts

Á 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ 5/Ωǎ рǘƘ .L5 ƛƴ нллп 

Á Celebrated 20 years and received 
fourth five-year charter renewal in 
2024

Á Part of a larger section of DC 
commonly referred to as the East End
Å72 Acres
Å.11 Miles
Å4.8 Sidewalk Miles

Á Key characteristics: 
Å Convenient
Å Vibrant
Å Central
Å Nice 

Å Clean
Å Home
Å Pedestrian-

Friendly
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²ƘŜǊŜ ²ŜΩǊŜ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ
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Iƻǿ ²ŜΩǊŜ .ǳƛƭǘ



40

Key Statistics

Á +/- 8,000 residents in the Triangle ς but approximately 22,000 residents within ½ 
mile
Å31% < 30 years old
Å50% < 35 years old
Å61% < 40 years old
Å63% Female
Å60% Single

Á 1.5M SF Office
Å.ǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΧ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΧ 

Á Approximately 65 restaurants and shops
ÅPrimarily F&B followed by fitness

Á Expectation of significant student population growth with impending arrival of 
DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ /ŀƳǇǳǎ

Cǳƴ CŀŎǘΥ LŦ aƻǳƴǘ ±ŜǊƴƻƴ ¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƛǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
density would equal that of Manhattan
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Inspiration for MVT Bucks & MVT Rewards
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Program Goals

Á {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ a±¢Ωǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ōȅΥ 

ÅKeeping dollars local while strengthening our neighborhood economy (i.e., 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ άƭŜŀƪŀƎŜέ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ a±¢ύ

ÅIncreasing foot traffic and revenue by attracting new customers to a business 
they might not have otherwise visited

Å5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǿŜǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άŦƭŀǎƘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ 
targeted users who have already self-selected to receive such communications

ÅEnhancing awareness among transient customers during periods of heightened 
non-DC visitor activity

Á Build resident goodwill by increasing their engagement and pride in being part of 
#LifeInMVT

Á Enhance perceptions of the Triangle as an exciting and happening destination

Á Encourage innovation in a way that is maximally efficient for the organization
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About MVT Rewards (MVTRewards.com)

Á Launched 2019 via third-party platform that was adapted to our needs

Á Close to 1,000 users on the platform at its peak

Á Suspended in March 2020 one day after DC shut down due to COVID-19

Á Received Board approval to re-launch by investing in internal platform

Á Currently 20 offers from 17 businesses

Á .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ άŦƭŀǎƘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎέ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ 
slower foot traffic

Á Will use digital ads to geofence local hotels and Walter E. Washington Convention 
center to drive foot traffic and sales during periods of high non-DC visitor activity

Á Re-launch targeted week of January 27



44

Claiming Rewards: Easy as 1-2-3
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Step 1: Get Reward
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Step 2: Receive Reward
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Step 3: Redeem Reward at Business & Enjoy!
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About MVT Bucks (MVTBucks.com)

Á Launched October 2021 in support of office tenant RTO efforts

Á Now used to welcome new employees and residents to the neighborhood, as gifts 
to participants in neighborhood contests, or simply to thank a partner for a job 
well done

Á Can be redeemed in $5 increments toward purchases at participating businessesτ
with the hope that customer spending is greater than the value of the Buck(s) and 
they return as a recurring customer

Á MVT CID reimburses participating businesses on a dollar-for-dollar basis

Á 2,026 Bucks valued at $10,130 distributed to date
Å 586 Bucks valued at $2,930 redeemed to date (29% redemption rate)
Å 488 Bucks valued at $2,440 available for redemption
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MVT Bucks: Front
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MVT Bucks: Back



Caroline Howe
Food Policy Council



Food x Climate Nexus:
5/Ωǎ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ wŜŘǳŎŜ 
Restaurant Food Waste
JANUARY 2025

CAROLINE HOWE



The Problem
Nearly 22% of non-residential refuse is 
recoverable compostable material 

Nearly 18% of non-residential refuse in the 
District is food waste



Step 1: Plans and Legislation

2013 & 2018

ω{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5/ όнлмоύ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5/ нΦл όнлмуύΥ άwŜŘǳŎŜ CƻƻŘ ²ŀǎǘŜ ōȅ сл҈ ōȅ нлонέ

2018

ωSave Good Food Act of 2018: Tax credits, liability protections

2020

ωZero Waste Omnibus Act (2020): Requires large business organics separation

2024

ωZero Waste DC Plan: Donation requirements and composting programs



Food Waste Innovation Grants: Overview

Goal: Provide support to restaurants, food manufacturers, shared 
commercial kitchens, and commercial corridors to minimize their food waste 
going to landfill and minimize urban rat populations.

Mechanism: Annual grants (10-25/year) up to $300-500K (in total)

Manager: 5/Ωǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Small and Local Business 
Development (DSLBD)



Food Waste Innovation Grants: Uses & 
Impacts
Refrigeration and freezing infrastructure to reduce wastage;

Equipment and staff training around waste reduction, including preparation and 
portioning to reduce waste;

Food preservation tools like vacuum sealers, dehydrators, and freezers;

Onsite food production to maximize freshness;

Food transportation and technology to enable another business to upcycle or cross-
utilize underutilized ingredients;

Food donation programs, including packaging and collective refrigeration in shared 
kitchens to enable more efficient rescue operations;

Waste programs that will compost food waste, compact non-biodegradables, and 
effectively recycle all that can be recycled.



Food Waste Innovation Grants: 
Partnerships and Outreach

Partnerships
Latino Economic Development Center

֙Deep-dive technical assistance

֙ Training for new businesses on food waste

Agricity / Compost Cab
֙ Free food waste assessments in multiple 

languages (with DC interpreters)

֙Compost Credits, or free food scrap collection for 

businesses ($2,000 in first year)

Food Rescue US

Outreach
Trainings on food waste and 
potential projects in 6 languages, 
including ASL
Outreach materials in 8 languages
Door-to-door outreach with partner 
agencies
Targeted rodent hot spots identified 
by DC Health



Food Waste Innovation Grants: Awards

Grantees
All 8 Wards of DC
Grants from $650 to $65,000
Caterers, cafes, bars, restaurants, 
makers, commercial kitchens, 
cottage food
Upcycling, diversion, donation, 
composting onsite & off



Food Waste Innovation Grants: 
Case Study

The Queen Vic

Installed a vertical trash compactor 
to reduce garbage pickups
Divert food scraps w/ Compost Cab
Bilingual signage for staff 
instructions
ά¢ƘŜ 5ǳƳǇǎǘŜǊέ ƭŀǘŜ-night menu

Just do it! - Chef Ryan Gordon on food rescue initiativesά

ά


