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INTRODUCTIONS

WHO IS SPEAKING TODAY
● Justin Lini, Moderator

● Dennis Chestnut

● Sherice Muhammad 

● Zandra Chestnut

WHO IS THE WARD 7 RESILIENCE HUB COMMUNITY COALITION
The Resilience Hub Community Coalition is a group of dedicated Ward 7 neighbors who are working to 
provide an accessible neighborhood center -- buoyed with a network of supportive service providers -- to meet 

diverse community needs during various states: steady-state, disruptions, and recovery.

We are Ready, Responsive, Resilient



WHAT IS A 
RESILIENCE HUB?



WHAT DOES A RESILIENCE HUB DO?
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WHAT DOES A RESILIENCE HUB DO?

DC’s first Resilience Hub is at the F.H. 

Faunteroy Community Enrichment 

Center in Ward 7.

The Faunteroy Center integrates 
Resilience into its intergenerational 

educational and wellness 

programming.



HUBS ARE MORE THAN A BUILDING

HUBS ARE COMMUNITY LED
● Resilience Hubs are community-

serving facilities augmented to support 
residents and coordinate resource 
distribution and services before, during, 

or after a natural hazard event.
● Ward 7’s Hub is community-led and 

driven by investments in community 
organizations.

● Our goal is to build a reproducible 

model for a community-led hub that 
partners with government.



HUBS ARE MORE THAN A BUILDING

HOW WE BUILD COMMUNITY
● We build community during steady state 

through programming: environmental 
literacy and training on resilience are key 
elements.

● We establish partnerships with 
community serving organizations, 

government, and individuals to provide 
programming.



FLOODING IN WARD 7

https://x.com/mzsherice/status/1555689390629945346

https://x.com/mzsherice/status/1555689390629945346


QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU!
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Christina Hughes

Ivy City Climate Resilience Strategy
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Ivy City 
Climate Resilience Strategy

January 25, 2025

Sebrena Rhodes

Christina Hughes, PE



Ramboll

1. Create a resilience vision 
and goals based on 
community input

2. Assess flooding, extreme 
heat, and social 
vulnerability in Ivy City

3. Develop a flood and heat 
mitigation network plan, 
including concept design for 
streets, open space, and 
parking lots

4. Create conceptual 
designs for improvements 
to Lewis Crowe Park

5. Create a funding and 
implementation strategy 
for the recommended 
resilience actions

6. Conducting inclusive, 
accessible, and equitable 
community engagement 
throughout the planning 
process

17

Project Objectives
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Ivy City is a historic 
neighborhood and 
community

Photos source: Ivy City Neighborhood & Oral History Project/Empower DC
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But…
It has faced decades 
of environmental 
justice issues

Photo source: Robert R. Roberts/The Washington Informer

Photo source: Empower DC
Photo source: Rev. Erik Martinez 
Resley /The Sanctuaries

Source: Ivy City Neighborhood & 
Oral History Project/Empower DC
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Ivy City continues to 
experience 
flooding…

“extreme flooding resulting in damage 
about 2x in 9 years” Source: First Street Foundation
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…and extreme heat

“the heat is bad on the Crummell site”

“more hot spots than cool spots”
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The project will 
make suggestions 
for reshaping the 
neighborhood to 
better reduce 
flooding and heat 
while increasing the 
quality of urban 
spaces

Before rain event

Creating spaces for gathering 
and community events

Keeping temperature cool in 
the summer

Creating spaces 
for learning

Creating spaces for 
sport and play

Creating restorative 

and calm spaces
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Advocacy 
partnership is built 
into the project 
team to ensure the 
community is 
involved every step 
of the way

Before rain event



Ramboll

Climate Resilience Strategy Timeline

24
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Thank you

25

Sebrena Rhodes– Empower DC / ANC 5D

ivycity@empowerdc.org

Christina Hughes, PE – Ramboll

cmhughes@ramboll.com

mailto:parisa@empowerdc.org
mailto:cmhughes@ramboll.com


Jamoni Overby
Nature Forward



Building Flood Wise 
Communities 

Jamoni Overby 

DC Conservation Advocate 

Nature Forward 

jamoni.overby@natureforward.org





Meaning Community Engagement 

Resources Incentive Accessibility Dynamic 
Partnerships 

Cultural 
Competency Time Commitment 



Discussion
Commissioner Justin Lini



Questions & Answers
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