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What is the Comprehensive Plan?

The Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan) 
shapes how the city will grow and 
change. It guides where and how we build 
new housing, grow job opportunities, 
connect neighborhoods, preserve our rich 
history, and invest in public amenities.

An update to the Comp Plan took effect 
in 2021. This update enable the District to 
meet challenges and harness opportunities 
in critical areas, such as housing, equity, and 
resilience.

Major Themes of the Comp Plan Update
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Climate Adaptation and Resilience Planning
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• Several District plans address climate 
change mitigation and adaptation 
through various lenses and scales.

• District plans include system-level 
approaches (Comprehensive Plan, 
Sustainable DC, Resilient DC, Climate 
Ready DC) to more place-based ones 
(Buzzard Point Vision Framework, 
Anacostia Waterfront Initiative).

• OP works with DOEE, HSEMA, DDOT, 
DC Health, and others to make sure 
that these efforts are aligned and 
mutually reinforce each other.



Future Land Use Map (FLUM)  
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• Balances the competing land use demands to 
support neighborhood, District, and regional goals. 

• Provides opportunities for additional housing and 
job growth.

Generalized Policy Map – Resilience Focus AreasFuture Land Use Map (FLUM)

Generalized Policy Map

• The Generalized Policy Map works with the
FLUM.

• One of the most important features of the Policy 
Map are Resilience Focus Areas.

• Resilience Focus Areas guide planning in the 500-
year floodplain to address the risk of flooding.



DC 2050: The District’s Next Comp Plan
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• In 2025, OP will embark on the first full rewrite of the Comp 
Plan in nearly 20 years. 

• As our city evolves and neighborhoods change, the new 
Comp Plan will align land use decisions and capital 
investment to make the District more equitable, 
affordable, and resilient.

• A primary objective for the new Comp Plan is to create a 
shorter, more user-friendly document—one where it’s easy 
to find the policies and understand their impact on the daily 
lives of people who live and work in the city.

Read the DC 2050 Short Paper

https://planning.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/op/page_content/attachments/DC%202050%20Short%20Paper_0.pdf


DC 2050: The District’s Next Comp Plan
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• The District's climate change plans include 
long-range goals and targets for adapting to sea 
level rise and extreme weather events, such as 
heavy rainfall and heatwaves.

• The District is committed to becoming carbon 
neutral and climate resilient by 2045 and 
achieving carbon neutrality in its own 
operations by 2040.

• The Comp Plan will provide a high-level vision 
for a resilient city that aligns with plans from 
other District agencies focused on 
implementation, including Climate Ready DC 
and Resilient DC. 

Resilience



DC 2050: The District’s Next Comp Plan 
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Research Phase   |   February 2024 to December 2024
• OP will identify conditions, trends, and issues to inform community conversations, and 

develop a racial equity framework to guide the development of DC 2050

Phase 1: Visioning   |   January 2025 to September 2025
• OP will engage with residents citywide to identify goals and priorities for DC 2050

Phase 2: Strategic Directions   |   October 2025 to September 2026
• OP will engage residents on future land use scenarios that reflect racial equity goals 

and account for expected trends and drivers of change

Phase 3: Plan Development    |   October 2026 to June 2027
• OP will collect public input, refine DC 2050, and prepare the plan for Mayor Bowser to 

transmit to Council for approval.

Phase 4: Approval    |    July 2027 to December 2027
• Council will consider approval of DC 2050.

Implementation   |   2028 to 2050
• District agencies will work with federal and community partners to implement the 

policies and track progress on DC 2050.

Timeline



Thank You

Contact
Sakina Khan, Deputy Director, Planning and Data Visualization
Email: Sakina.Khan@dc.gov
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Thank You
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