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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Commission on Climate Change and Resiliency
Quarterly Meeting Minutes

June 13, 2024
3:00 —5:30 pm

Meeting Recording:
https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/802e657e0be5103d98f4005056811ad1/

playback
DC-CCCR Commissioners Invited Speakers
Present: Charlotte Dreizen
Alan Etter Donna Westmoreland
Akiima Price Kevin Whitfield
Colin McCormick Nathan Harrington
Jason Turner Sarah Hofman-Graham
Jim Dougherty Shelby Luzzi
Jim Landau Teresa Durkin
Kate Johnson
Kathryn Zyla Other Guests
Pegay Keller Adam Carlesco
Steve Moore Amanda Wilson
Uwe Brandes Anna Roblin
Celena Valentine
Absent: Connor McMahon
Anthony Kane Grace
Edward Yim Jason Cumberbatch
Erica Green Jen Dickman
Justin Lini Jennifer Rodrigues
Maureen Holman Khadija ElImewafy
Kimberly Brown
Laura
Lisa Waldschmitt
DC-CCCR Staff (DOEE) Martin Silber
Brittany Whited Mary Beth Desrosiers
Connor Rattey Max
Jenn Hatch Sooin Choi
Tasneem Islam Stella Tarnay
Susan Schorr
Sydney Turner
Victoria



https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/802e657e0be5103d98f4005056811ad1/playback
https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/802e657e0be5103d98f4005056811ad1/playback

1. Call to Order 3:03 PM

2. Chair’s Welcoming Remarks (Uwe Brandes)

e Recap of 2024 Commission activities to date including the January board retreat,
creation of the legislative sub-committee, and the performance oversight hearing.

e Other District-wide activities the Commission has been involved in: Downtown
Action Plan, Gallery Place Big Ideas, NAIOP Seat at the Table Briefing.

e Kevin Whitfield shared a funding update on the Healthy Homes Act and
announced the Commission will receive $50,000 in FY25 funding for the
development of the next Commission report.

e Upcoming Commission activities for 2025: developing DC-CCCR’s Third Report
and hosting a Research Summit early January 2025 in collaboration with District
government, universities, and other partners.

3. Announcement of Quorum — Quorum confirmed.

&

Approval of Agenda — A motion to approve the 6/13/2024 meeting agenda (Jim
Dougherty, Alan Etter) was passed unanimously.

=

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes — A motion to approve the 3/14/2024 Quarterly
Meeting Minutes (Jim Dougherty, Kate Zyla) was passed.

=

Staff Report (Tasneem Islam)
e Staff report included updates on administrative items and projects, events, and
accomplishments from DOEE and other stakeholders. The report, including
relevant links, is available on the CCCR website.

7. Committee Reports (Jim Dougherty)
e Legislative Committee held its first meeting at the end of May. Jim testified on
BEPS at a recent Council hearing.
e Adaptation, Mitigation, and Engagement Committees will be revived for the DC-
CCCR Third Report writing and production process.

8. Finance Report — None
9. Governance Report — None
10. Guest Presentations:
Panel 1 — Tourism and Climate
e Shelby Luzzi, Senior Manager of Sustainability, Destination DC
o 2023 saw the highest ever visitation and job support numbers in the District.
Increased tourism brings both positive and negative impacts.

o Sustainable model of tourism based on three pillars: people, purpose, and
place. These align with social, economic, and environmental goals.


https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/meetings-2
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Sustainability District (a Destination DC program) recognizes businesses in
the District going above and beyond with their sustainability efforts.

On the Global Destination Sustainability Index, DC ranks 1% in the U.S., 5" in
North America, and 71% in the world.

Shelby’s position is the first sustainability position at a DMO in the U.S.

e Teresa Durkin, Executive Vice President, Trust for the National Mall
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Non-profit partner with NPS. Launched the Tidal Basin Ideas Lab initiative to
address flooding that occurs twice a day, even with no rain.

33-36 million visitors to the National Mall a year. The entire 700-acre area is
within the 100-year floodplain. Tidal Basin was originally constructed in the
1800s after a major flood. Walkways and other spaces can’t easily
accommodate the amount of tourists today, especially when it floods.

Cherry blossom tress in jeopardy. They die quickly in brackish water and it’s
expensive to replace them. NPS working on a master plan process.

Preserving what’s there is not a sustainable option. Need to stop fighting with
the river and embrace wetlands and other creative solutions.

e Donna Westmoreland, Chief Operating Officer, I.M.P. (The Anthem,
Merriweather Post Pavilion, 9:30 Club, Lincoln Theatre, The Atlantis)
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No effective commercial recycling in DC.

r.World (parent company of r.Cup) is a reuse solution founded by Michael
Martin to eliminate single-use plastics in the music industry.

The Atlantis is the first venue to not use any single-use plastics.

Biggest challenges: cost and space; but even so, I.M.P. has installed r.Cup in
all their venues and it’s been successful (customers are supportive).

Model: add a $0.50 sustainability fee to every transaction (not every item) to
underwrite the $0.79 cost of any unharvested cups that get lost. Typically,
single-use plastic cups cost $0.02-0.07 and r.Cups cost $0.35.

Pursuing economies of scale—more DC businesses that partner with r.World
would incentive construction of a local plant to process r.Cups.

After one year of using r.Cup at I.M.P. venues, they have diverted 247,000
single-use cups from landfill, and eliminated 10,052 pounds of CO2, 11,123
KWh of energy, and 52,485 gallons of water.

e Panel 1 - Discussion (moderated by Steve Moore)

o

o

The District’s economy does not exist in a bubble. We want to represent our
ideals, inspire our visitors, and be leaders in our industry.

Tourism considered an economic export; need to support the 100,000 jobs in
the tourism and events industry in DC while also considering the impacts on
waste, energy, and water consumption.

DC is performing poorly on a global scale. Other countries have legislation
and other top-down effort to be more sustainable.

Promote “cooler spaces” in DC like Anacostia Park? Destination DC’s current
marketing campaign “One DC” encourages tourists to explore non-Mall sites.

Panel 2 — Zero Waste DC

e Sarah Hofman-Graham, Program Analyst, Office of Waste Diversion, DPW


https://washington.org/sustainability-district/
https://tidalbasinideaslab.org/
https://rworldreuse.com/rworld-helps-white-house-national-leaders-work-to-end-single-use-waste/

Legislative goal for Zero Waste DC to divert 80% or more of the city’s waste
away from landfill and incineration and towards its highest and best use
through waste reduction, reuse, recycling, composting, and more.
Waste disposal is the 3" leading source of emissions in the District, after
buildings and transportation, according to DC’s greenhouse gas inventory.
Three policy priorities: reduce first, focus on food waste, and recycle right.
= Existing DC policies and programs related to “reduce first”: Foam Free
DC, Reuse DC, Our Last Straw, Skip the Bag Save the River, Fix-it DC,
and Reduce Reuse Request.
» Food waste has an outsized impact in the District. It comprises 18% of
municipal solid waste in landfills, but accounts for 60% of emissions.
= 20-30% of municipal solid waste is recyclable, and multi-family and
commercial sectors have lower recycling rates than residential sector.

Charlotte Dreizen, Director of Sustainability and Environment, Plastics
Industry Association
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Clean recyclables that go to a DC-owned and operated transfer station will get
recycled. Recycling loads with over 20% contamination do not get recycled.
= Single-family homes reduced their contamination rates by over 50% in

about 5 years as a result of DPW’s efforts. Contamination remains high
in multi-family and commercial buildings.

1.8 billion pounds of waste is generated citywide in DC every year.

Currently, 16% of DC’s waste is diverted citywide. Of this, 29% is from

single-family homes, 13% from multi-family buildings, 7% from businesses,

and 2% from DC government.

Businesses generate most municipal solid waste and recycle the least in DC.

NY’s Department of Sanitation is a leader in enforcing commercial recycling.

Nathan Harrington, Executive Director, Ward 8 Woods Conservancy
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Decades of accumulated trash from everyday littering to large-scale dumping
follows a pattern of environmental racism seen around the world where people
living in poor or marginalized communities live alongside trash.
In DC, almost all illegal dumping happens in Wards 5, 7, and 8, due to
structural reasons such as poverty, lack of education, lack of empowerment, as
well as a lack of effective waste disposal services that people have access to.
= Ex. Multi-family buildings must arrange private waste disposal, and
building owners can try to save money by having fewer dumpsters that
are emptied less, and their waste contracts may not include bulk items.
Not enough DPW sweep inspectors to inspect properties, so they mostly
enforce based off complaints, which places the burden on residents.
In Anacostia Park when the river breaches the seawall from a big storm, trash
floats up to the inland side and can remain for years until water returns to that
area and carries it downstream. Majority of waste is from plastic water bottles.
Can’t recycle our way out of plastic pollution. Other plastics commonly found
include food wrappers from candy and chips, plastic bags, foam serviceware
and to-go boxes (banned but not enforced unless someone complains), foam
packaging, and plastics from cannabis dispensaries.



https://zerowaste.dc.gov/zwdcplan
https://doee.dc.gov/service/greenhouse-gas-inventories#:~:text=In%20the%20District%2C%20emissions%20come,%25)%20and%20waste%20(8%25).
https://ward8woods.org/why-woods-matter/
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Recommendation: bottle redemption policies. Bottle bills exist in 11 states,
are very successful, and create income-generating opportunities for people.

e Panel 2 — Discussion (moderated by Jason Turner)
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DCHA is two weeks away from launching their first recycling program. DPW
Office of Waste Diversion working closely to help educate residents.

Jim shared brief history of recycling policy in DC: Bottle bill introduced in
1987 didn’t pass; Swimmer Law introduced in 1988 to mandate recycling
passed, but DC didn’t implement the law fully until Mayor Williams in 1999.
Construction waste is not included in definition for municipal solid waste (and
therefore not a part of Zero Waste DC’s 80% diversion rate). To get building
permits, must follow codes for construction/demolition waste recycling.
DOEE: We need to meet our waste goals to meet our carbon neutrality goals.
DPW: In order to achieve waste diversion goals, need funding, education and
enforcement, and public support for policy change.

Regarding the costs and investments needed for waste diversion:

= Managing municipal solid waste costs about $70/ton in DC, recycling is
double that, compost is quadruple that, and reuse/reduction is even more.

= Tires are a major problem—they’re flammable, breeding ground for
mosquitos, and slowly leach toxins. Ward 8 Woods has removed 10,000
tires in the last six years, it’s expensive to haul that waste out, most
dump illegally. They end up using DOEE grant funding to take them to
the nearest facility in Baltimore, who charges about $2.50/tire.

» Recommendation: Need regional coordination in DMV, so other states
don’t dump in DC. Connecticut first U.S. state to implement an extended
producer responsibility program where industry ensure tires are recycled
properly. Europe and Canada have had these programs for decades.

Status of Old Benning Road transfer station: has worn a lot of hats over the
years, including being an open incineration site. Building was deemed
uninhabitable after a major fire, now have an opportunity to raze that building
and build new infrastructure to serve zero waste purposes.

11. Public Comments

e Amanda Wilson — Resident of Ward 4. Support circular economy and reuse
efforts like the Anthem is leading. Support a bottle deposit return law in DC.

e Susan Schorr — Supportive of what Amanda shared. Sierra Club DC Chapter
supports reusable cup requirement for sports and music venues. To Go Green
provides reusable takeout containers. Reuse where we can rethink and redesign.
Active campaign to get bottle bill passed, organized by 3RC.

12. Discussion & Upcoming Meetings
e Steve shared these efforts can move quickly in corporate sector, slower with
government agencies. SW has the highest concentration of public housing, and
Southwest BID cleans the streets. Not sure how policy could solve this quicker.
e Next quarterly meeting: September 12, 2024 from 3-5:30 p.m.

13. Adjourn: 5:27 PM


https://ward8woods.org/advocacy/

