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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Commission on Climate Change and Resiliency
Quarterly Meeting Minutes

December 12, 2024
3:00 —5:30 pm

Meeting Recording:
https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/43ad205b9af2103dbfc7624081e42558/

playback

DC-CCCR Commissioners
Present:

Akiima Price
Colin McCormick
Edward Yim
Erica Green

Jason Turner

Jim Dougherty
Jim Landau

Kate Johnson
Kate Zyla
Maureen Holman
Peggy Keller
Steve Moore

Uwe Brandes

Absent:

Alan Etter
Anthony Kane
Justin Lini

DC-CCCR Staff (DOEE)
Brian Fox

Brittany Whited

Erin Garnaas-Holmes
Jenn Hatch

Maribeth DelLorenzo
Tasneem Islam

Invited Speakers
Nick Bonard

Ali Lampson
Tony Goodman
Adam Baron
Emeka Moneme

Other Guests

Adam Carlesco
Anacostia Riverkeeper
Anna Roblin

Amy Hubbard

Beach Lover

Ben Curran

Bill Eger

Brandon Lewis
Brenda Lee Richardson
Christopher Davis
Clara Irazabal

Hana Freymiller
Howard Kurtzman
Max Broad

Mya Carter

1. Call to Order 3:04 PM



https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/43ad205b9af2103dbfc7624081e42558/playback
https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/43ad205b9af2103dbfc7624081e42558/playback

10.

Chair’s Welcoming Remarks (Uwe Brandes)

Announcement of Quorum — Quorum confirmed.

Approval of Agenda — A motion to approve the 12/12/2024 meeting agenda (Jim
Dougherty, Kate Johnson) was passed unanimously.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes — A motion to approve the 9/19/2024 Quarterly
Meeting Minutes (Jim Dougherty, Kate Johnson) was passed.

Staff Report (Tasneem Islam)
e Staff report included updates on administrative items and projects, events, and
accomplishments from DOEE and other stakeholders. The report, including
relevant links, is available on the CCCR website.

Committee Reports — None

Finance Report — None

Governance Report — None

Guest Presentations:

Panel — Climate Adaptation in the District

e Nick Bonard, Branch Chief of Floodplains, Wetlands and Groundwater, DC
Department of Energy and Environment

o

o

o

From the Commission’s 2022 Report, there are two recommendations to
better incorporate flood preparedness in standard practices.

DOEE works to reduce flood risk in five ways that are laid out in the DC
Flood Task Force Report published in June 2023.

Need mapping and projections to understand where flood risk is and what
future flood risk looks like. Tools like DC’s Integrated Flood Model help
map flood risk outside of floodplains.

Flood Team is addressing flood risk by designing and building blue-green
infrastructure, FloodSmart Homes, and updating regulations.

Proposed rule-making update to flood hazard areas along the FEMA
floodplains and also adding the underpass area on Rhode Island Ave.
(interior flooding). Published in June for public comment.

In terms of blue-green infrastructure, DOEE has funding to implement
blue-green infrastructure projects in Watts Branch. Finalized concept
plans in SW DC in Lansburgh Park. Working on plans for lvy City.
FloodSmart Homes program allows DOEE to assess and install upgrades
at no cost to homeowners. This program reaches residents in Wards 7 & 8.
Progress to date: ~2,000 eligible homes, 209 sign ups, 103 assessments
completed. For FY25, have $770k DC funds, and $130k federal.



https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/meetings-2
https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/reports-4
https://dcfloodtaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/DC-Flood-Task-Force-Report-Final-2023-08-22.pdf
https://dcfloodtaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/DC-Flood-Task-Force-Report-Final-2023-08-22.pdf
https://doee.dc.gov/service/floodsmart-homes

o Final rule-making has to go through the DC Attorney General’s office and

the Mayor’s office, so it takes time. Can make amendments to the rule.

Ali Lampson, Senior Program Manager of Critical Infrastructure and
Resilience, DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency

(@]

Liaison between private sector utilities and DC government to ensure
coordination to prepare for emergencies/disasters, increase their resilience,
and establish two-way relationships.

Research and review critical infrastructure and services in the District to
make them more resilient.

HSEMA outreach over the past few months has connected with seniors
and the disability and functional needs (DAFN) communities, Climate
Ready DC open houses, resilience hubs for community-based and District-
owned sites.

Tony Goodman, Senior Program Manager of Legislative Affairs and
Stakeholder Engagement, DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management
Agency

(@)

(@)

(@]

o

Works in the Business Emergency Operations Center; HSEMA assists
agencies with writing continuity of operations (COOP) plans.

Notifies and advises businesses with hazard mitigation. Larger businesses
are typically more prepared than smaller businesses. BIDs are helpful
partners in this relationship.

Property owners and managers are a force multiplier to getting important
communications out to residents.

HSEMA Academy.

Adam Baron, Hazard Mitigation Program Manager, DC Water

o

Office of Emergency Management oversees emergency planning, training
exercises, hazard mitigation program, and critical infrastructure
preparedness program.

Update their COOP plan every year as a measure of good practice
(operational resiliency).

Hazard Mitigation Task Force (systems resiliency) works to update their
plan, which aligns closely with HSEMA'’s plan.

Have about $26 million in federal funds for nine projects. Conduct
outreach to residents and businesses; for example, installing backwater
valves in residential buildings to prevent water backflowing into their
basements. Also, conduct private sector outreach to reduce redundancies
for utilities and other critical infrastructure facilities.

Everbridge Critical Customer Alert allows for rapid communication
during emergencies. Similar to HSEMA'’s Alert DC.

Emeka Moneme, President, Capitol Riverfront Business Improvement District


https://hsema.dc.gov/hsema-training-and-exercise

o 12 BIDs across the District that provide supplemental services to
communities (e.g., keeping the neighborhood clean, promotion of
commercial district, capital improvements, increased security presence,
providing homeless and youth services).

o Capitol Riverfront BID has received over 20 years $2.4 billion in public
funds and $14 billion in private investment.

o Manage and maintain public realm infrastructure, which includes
resiliency planning and green infrastructure maintenance. The BID
alleviates pressure on DPW, DC Water, and other agencies to manage that.

o Education and engagement around green infrastructure and natural
landscaping is important to manage expectations for property owners.
BIDs have a vested interest in maintaining resilient infrastructure, so it’s a
nice partnership that they can support District government in this effort.
Maintenance is challenging for District government alone.

11. Public Comments
e None.

12. Discussion & Upcoming Meetings
e Next quarterly meeting: March 13, 2025 from 3-5:30 p.m.

e (Climate Commission’s Knowledge Forum on January 25, 2025 at the MLK Jr.
Memorial Library.

13. Adjourn: 4:56 PM


https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/knowledge-forum

