
 

 
 

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 

Commission on Climate Change and Resiliency 
 

Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

 
March 13, 2025 
3:00 – 5:30 pm  

 
Meeting Recording: 

https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/bbbb174ce26b103da77fba6a3b7b7d13/
playback 

 

DC-CCCR Commissioners 
Present: 
Alan Etter  
Anthony Kane  
Jason Turner  
Jim Dougherty 
Jim Landau  
Kate Johnson 
Maureen Holman 
Peggy Keller 
Steve Moore  
Uwe Brandes 
 
Absent: 
Akiima Price  
Colin McCormick  
Erica Green  
Kate Zyla 
 
DC-CCCR Staff (DOEE) 
Brian Fox 
Maribeth DeLorenzo 
Tasneem Islam 

Invited Speakers 
Billy Grayson 
Sharnelle Anthony 
 
 
Other Guests 
Bill Eger 
Brenda Lee Richardson 
Brendan Shane 
Dan Lebiednik  
Erika Nunez 
Howard Kurtzman 
Kathy Sykes 
Janet Phoenix 
Jason Cumberbatch 
Jeffrey Richardson 
Liz McLaughlin 
Marc Gazda 
Max Broad 
Mya Carter 
Stella Tarnay 

 
 

1. Call to Order 3:03 PM 
 

2. Announcement of Quorum – Quorum confirmed.  
 

3. Approval of Agenda – A motion to approve the 3/13/2025 meeting agenda (Jim 
Dougherty, Steve Moore) was passed unanimously. 

https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/bbbb174ce26b103da77fba6a3b7b7d13/playback
https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/bbbb174ce26b103da77fba6a3b7b7d13/playback


 

 
4. Guest Presentations:  

 
Panel – Climate Messaging and Communications  
 

• Sharnelle Anthony, Digital Communications Manager, Bezos Earth Fund  
o Bezos Earth Fund – philanthropy with a living donor. Goal to distribute 

$10 billion dollars by 2030 through strategic investments to increase an 
organization’s capacity to scale. Environmental areas of focus: 

▪ Future of food, sustainable food, cattle in Brazil, 
vaccination/methane 

▪ Restoration/conservation 
▪ AI 
▪ Equitable energy transitions 

o Important to tell the story of these investments. 
o Primary KPI is awareness of the issues and work being done. 

• Billy Grayson, Executive Director, ICF Climate Center 
o Acknowledges this is a unique time here in DC; corporations uniquely 

approaching ESG and decarbonization. Local efforts too. 
o Previously worked in corporate sustainability. 
o Resilience means something different depending on the audience. 
o Risk management – corporate America, regardless of political affiliation, 

cares about risk mitigation (to natural disasters, extreme heat, et cetera), 
and they want to make necessary investments.  

• Q&A: 
o How do we begin to have the conversation when the entire landscape of 

things have changed? 
▪ Use language specific to your audience such as bipartisan 

language.  
▪ For communities who are on the ground at the forefront of climate 

change, identify what their priorities are and meet them there (e.g., 
jobs). 

▪ DC has a level of education in climate communications that’s 
higher than the average. 

o Who is our audience anymore? In DC Council, we’re talking to people 
who get it. We also have Feds here... where should our target audiences 
be? Where do you recommend the Climate Commission code-switches? 

▪ Not code-switching, but code-expanding. Tie climate 
communications to job creation and other priorities for DC.  

o Example of Blackrock who won’t do anything different. With the 
politicization of certain words, organizations have stopped the use of 
certain words but are continuing the work regardless. How do we deal 
with this? 

▪ ICF is doing that too. Less of a chance of green-washing when 
there’s existing standards and material goals. 

▪ Everything needs to be value-creation to prepare for a risk that 
may or may not occur. 



 

o Curious about Ward 8 communities, and communications to them when 
they have challenges for things like air-conditioning. 

▪ Community-needs assessment. 
▪ It’s all about framing. For example, access to air-conditioning is 

tied to a better quality of life, etc. 
o Neighborhood-based engagement around climate resilience works. What 

has your experience been? Funding the idea of community in general, but 
what about neighborhood-based community engagement? 

▪ Greening American Cities.  
 

5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – A motion to approve the 12/12/2024 
Quarterly Meeting Minutes (Jim Dougherty, Jason Turner) was passed.  

 
6. Chair’s Welcoming Remarks (Uwe Brandes) 

• Knowledge Forum a success. 

• Uwe testified at oversight hearing.  
o Received a question about Capital One Arena and RFK Stadium on 

whether these projects should be carbon neutral or not. Uwe did not 
answer.  

• Commissioners stepping down: Edward Yim and Justin Lini. 
o Consider who we might want to nominate. We don’t have control over the 

membership which resides with Mayor and Council, but we can advance 
names. Send them to Uwe and Tasneem. 

 
7. Staff Report (Tasneem Islam) 

• Staff report included updates on administrative items and projects, events, and 
accomplishments from DOEE and other stakeholders. The report, including 
relevant links, is available on the CCCR website. 

 
8. Committee Reports – None  

 
9. Finance Report – None  

  
10. Governance Report – None 

  
11. Public Comments 

• Stella Tarney – See an absence of attention to natural systems. 

• Jeffrey Richardson – Serve DC/DOEE Heat Ambassador program. 
 

12. Discussion & Upcoming Meetings 

• Discussion via a Mentimeter poll.  

• Should the 2025 report format use the 2022 report as a template? 
o Need a local focus. 
o Should be mindful of avoiding duplication. DOEE does a great job 

tracking progress through their annual reports and the GHG inventory, so 
what can we say in our report on why we are/or are not on track that is 
additive? 

https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/meetings-2


 

o Some concern that our focus on GHG reduction or other mitigation 
measures loses a lot of people because it’s too esoteric or a goal that 
doesn't touch people; for example, those who just want access to air-
conditioning. 

• Should the report’s executive summary have a special format? 
o Majority in favor of a stand-alone PDF. 
o The survey only allows one choice. It could be a PDF and a tab on the 

website. 

• Should we keep the same content organization for the Commission 
recommendations: mitigation, adaptation and engagement? 

o Some said keep, more said to drill down and focus on more specific 
issues. 

o What are the 3-5 big things that will have the biggest impact? For 
example, with solar: DC is primed to do more solar, so we should focus 
more on that and offering cheaper electricity to residents. 

• Old 2023 content topics to underscore and reinforce in the 2025 report: 
o Fossil fuels, natural gas 
o Reducing health risks 
o Data transparency 
o Resilience (rising waters) 
o Realistic plan for eliminating natural gas 
o Question: Do we not need to engage our peers and coalitions/community 

groups to get support for our recommendations?  There should be a 
balance in terms of how we position ourselves in the community. 

• New 2025 content topics to highlight in the 2025 report: 
o Federal administration 
o Maureen’s suggestion on ward/neighborhood observations or 

recommendations 
o A full network of interconnected bike lanes 
o Economic development 
o Budget concerns and impacts 
o Downtown 
o How can the District sustainably fund its climate action plans? Look at 

models from other cities. 
o A way to drill down either the neighborhood or agency level. A focus on 

schools through which we could review how DC is doing specifically for 
the youth would be great. 

o Communication strategies 
o Tourism 
o Innovative development in the floodplain for the new RFK – should be 

very resilient and highlight connections to the river. 
o Stay away from buzzwords that will give ammunition to some political 

people that are already at odds with DC government. 
o From our last quarterly meeting – leveraging the BIDs  

• Three content topics that should be prioritized in 2025: 
o Concern about progress 
o Is DC’s approach to climate action fit for purpose? If not, what needs to 

change? 



 

o Accentuate programs that are already proven, that make financial sense 
and that lower GHG emissions. 

o Three ideas: 1) Building resilience with limited funding and federal 
support; 2) Focus on DC’s implementation of its own properties (e.g., 
schools), which is a way to point out that goals are being missed; and 3) 
Youth engagement. 

• Ideas for an abbreviated tagline for the report (2-4 words) 
o DC Strong 
o Steady progress wins the race 
o DeCarbonizing our city 

• Next quarterly meeting: June 12, 2025 from 3-5:30 p.m. 
 

13. Adjourn: 5:09 PM 


