
 

 
 

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

Commission on Climate Change and Resiliency 

 

Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

 

September 19, 2024 

3:00 – 5:30 pm  

 

Meeting Recording: 
https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/a923165058e7103da66756ceff11e44b/

playback 

 
DC-CCCR Commissioners 

Present: 

Alan Etter 

Akiima Price  

Anthony Kane 

Colin McCormick  

Edward Yim 

Jason Turner  

Jim Dougherty 

Jim Landau 

Justin Lini  

Kate Johnson 

Maureen Holman 

Peggy Keller 

Steve Moore  

Uwe Brandes 

 

Absent: 

Erica Green  

Kate Zyla 

 

 

 

DC-CCCR Staff (DOEE) 

Brittany Whited 

Erin Garnaas-Holmes 

Tasneem Islam 

Invited Speakers 

Sakina Khan 

Shiva Patel 

Jeff Lesk 

Rick Bolton 

 

Other Guests 

Ben Curran 

Brandon Lewis 

Brenda Lee Richardson 

Christopher Davis 

Hana Freymiller 

Howard Kurtzman 

Jacqueline Saulnier 

Jaleel Shujath 

Janet Phoenix 

Jeffrey Richardson 

John Boland 

Julia Hartman 

Kelly Collins Choi 

Kevin Whitfield 

Kristin Ewing 

Matt Marshall 

Max Broad 

Maya Garcia 

Nkechi Ogbue 

Rev. Wanda Thompson 

Sarah Dorman 

Sebrena Rhodes 

Shalom Flank 

Stella Tarnay 

Zak Handler 

https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/a923165058e7103da66756ceff11e44b/playback
https://dcnet.webex.com/webappng/sites/dcnet/recording/a923165058e7103da66756ceff11e44b/playback


 

 

1. Call to Order 3:03 PM 

 

2. Chair’s Welcoming Remarks (Uwe Brandes) 

 

3. Announcement of Quorum – Quorum confirmed.  

 

4. Approval of Agenda – A motion to approve the 9/19/2024 meeting agenda (Edward 

Yim, Justin Lini) was passed unanimously. 

 

5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – A motion to approve the 6/13/2024 Quarterly 

Meeting Minutes (Alan Etter, Kate Johnson) was passed.  

 

6. Staff Report (Tasneem Islam) 

• Staff report included updates on administrative items and projects, events, and 

accomplishments from DOEE and other stakeholders. The report, including 

relevant links, is available on the CCCR website. 

 

7. Committee Reports – None  

 

8. Finance Report – None  

  

9. Governance Report – None  

 

10. Guest Presentations:  

 

Guest Presentation – 2025 Comprehensive Plan Update  

 

• Sakina Khan, Deputy Director of Planning and Data Visualization, DC Office 

of Planning  

o The Office of Planning (OP) will embark on the next update to the 

Comprehensive Plan in 2025, which will be called DC 2050, with 

publication and implementation beginning in 2028.  

o This update will build on OP’s 2021 update to the 2006 plan and cover 

major themes such as COVID-19 & Recovery, Equity & Racial Justice, 

Housing, Public Resources, and Resilience.  

o OP works with DOEE, HSEMA, DDOT, DC Health, and others to ensure 

all District plans are aligned and mutually reinforce each other. 

o The Future Land Use Map (FLUM) and Generalized Policy Map work 

together to guide the use and size of buildings and how places will 

develop along with policy contexts. For example, the Resilience Focus 

Areas are mapped in the Generalized Policy Map and help identify future 

planning efforts and ensure that development/infrastructure projects will 

improve resilience to flooding in the 100- and 500-year floodplains.  

o DC Council requested OP to develop a DC 2050 Short Paper to increase 

accessibility to the longer 1,200 page document. 

https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/meetings-2
https://planning.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/op/2021CompPlanLandUse.pdf
https://planning.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/op/page_content/attachments/DC%202050%20Short%20Paper_0.pdf


 

• Q&A  

o Akiima Price: Offered support for engagement in Anacostia Park. 

o Maureen Holman: Industrial use seems to be missing from the Comp Plan. 

Sakina shared that production, distribution and repair (PDR) is reflected in 

the FLUM. 

o Justin Lini: Concern about development in floodplains. Sakina shared that 

like the Poplar Point master planning effort that is underway, OP accounts 

for those challenges in those planning efforts. 

o Jim Landau: Bike lanes are a huge land use issue and challenge to build bit 

by bit. Sakina shared they work with sister agencies to coordinate on that. 

o Jim Dougherty: How does reducing our carbon footprint fit into the list of 

priorities? Sakina shared there’s a larger emphasis on adaptation 

strategies. Jim also asked how the Commission can best support. 

o Uwe Brandes: Are you synthesizing other policy documents that exist or 

creating new analysis to chart the course to 2050? Sakina shared it will be 

a combination of both. What is the legal status of the Comp Plan? Sakina 

shared development and zoning has to be consistent with the plan. 

 

Panel – Clean Energy and Community Benefits 

 

• Shiva Patel, Associate Director of Investments, DC Green Bank 

o DC Green Bank was created under the leadership of Mayor Bowser and 

the City Council as an independent instrumentality to support city climate, 

energy, development, and equity goals.  

o Four core investment focus sectors: solar, green buildings, clean 

transportation (e.g., fleet electrification and accessible EV charging), and 

stormwater management. 

o DC Green Bank has projects in all Wards, with focus on Ward 5, 7, and 8. 

o Applicants and awardees have to speak to the “Meaningful Benefits” of 

their plans and use of funds such as household savings, expanding 

equitable access to solar generation, increasing resilience of power 

generation during grid outages, facilitating community ownership models, 

and investing in workforce development. These benefits are important for 

energy burden, energy justice, and energy democracy. 

o Energy democracy involves considering who is in the conversation, at the 

table making decisions about energy policies, programs, and deployment; 

energy justice is considering how people have been disproportionately 

impacted from energy infrastructure to date and how to center them 

through the transition. 

o Example of equitable access and energy bill savings: V Street Community 

Solar is one of the largest community solar projects in the District slated to 

provide energy savings to residents in Wards 5, 7, and 8. 

o Example of local economic/workforce development: Enterprise 

Affordable Housing Solar and EV Charging Stations, which was 

implemented in three affordable housing apartments in SE and one in NE. 

https://dcgreenbank.org/


 

o Example of resilience: District’s first resilience hub at the FH Faunteroy 

Community Enrichment Center. 

o Solar For All core objective is to provide at least 50% energy bill savings 

to LMI households throughout the District. 

o Commissioner Comments/Questions: 

▪ Edward Yim: Which community model is the most readily 

actionable in DC? Answer: Depends on the situation. 

• Jeff Lesk, Co-Founder, New Partners Community Solar  

o New Partners Community Solar is a non-profit community solar company 

in the District formed in 2016 to finance, develop, own, and operate solar 

for the benefit of low income residents.  

o Challenge in the District is finding real estate for large-scale solar; goal 

was to work within the downtown corridor on existing buildings. First to 

implement vertical wall mounted systems on rooftops.  

o Implementing solar plus green roofs allows developers to get double 

credits for both energy and stormwater management. 

o Ludlow Taylor Elementary School project created a sheltered playground 

and outdoor classroom. 

o Mission to promote environmental justice. Energy collected from 

buildings, elementary school, and affordable housing developments, goes 

to a CREF (Community Renewable Energy Facility), which is 

administered by Pepco and we can decide where those energy benefits go. 

o Goal to reduce energy bill for affordable housing residents by 50% (about 

$500/year for each resident).  

o Partnered with Jubilee Housing on the Maycroft housing complex to 

create a resilience hub with battery storage, which would supply energy 

for three days for lighting, ventilation, refrigeration, charging devices for 

communication and medical devices. 

o DC has area/spot networks where the load balance needs to equal the 

energy produced. This worked for Ludlow Taylor Elementary School 

successfully until March 2020, when COVID-19 shuttered the school and 

drastically reduced the load. 

o DOEE Solar For All goal to benefit 100,000 families by 2032, and New 

Partners is committed to focusing on people who can’t participate. 

• Rick Bolton, Chief Executive Officer, Compass Energy 

o Compass Energy partners directly with municipalities to create 

community-driven, sustainable energy projects at scale for climate 

mitigation and economic development. They finance, develop, build, own, 

operate, and maintain the projects, and are repaid through long-term 

energy as a service contracts through PPAs. 

o Microgrids are the primary focus of Compass Energy’s work. Main work 

is currently with Cuyahoga County, OH. 

o Communities are more than just residents; inclusive of businesses, people 

who operate factories, first responders, schools, places of worship, etc. 

Residential resilience is inclusive of worker/business resilience. 

https://npsolar.org/
https://npsolar.org/project/659-g-street-ne/
https://www.compass.energy/


 

o Resilience is inclusive of more than just mitigation and adaptation to 

weather events; it also includes cybersecurity, health, employment, and 

economic development.  

o Within communities, you have a spectrum of individuals with different 

abilities to pay, with residents and individuals at the bottom and critical 

infrastructure and commercial facilities at the top.  

o Microgrids are gated electrical communities that have on-site generation 

and the ability to control that generation. They are connected to the grid 

during blue sky operation but can disconnect and operate independently 

during emergencies. It’s difficult to do this work in places where the 

standing costs of electricity are low. 

o Microgrids support economic resilience (higher power quality for 

businesses and protection against business interruption and costs 

associated with sending people home). 

 

11. Public Comments 

• Jeffrey Richardson – Operator/Manager of Restoration Station Wellness Space in 

Ward 7. Peggy Keller is advisor. Engages community in wellness activities. 

Announcement of upcoming program with AmeriCorps/Youth Climate Corps. 

Looking for partners to establish a DC Climate Corps. 

• Maya Garcia – Student at Georgetown Law researching community resilience 

hubs in the District. In the 2022 Second Commission Report, the Commission 

included mention a clear policy and protocol around hubs, what are those? 

• Shalom Flank – Microgrid architect in DC implementing projects in Ward 5, 7, 

and 8. One of the missing pieces if we’re going to enhance community benefits is 

that DC can’t form municipal utilizes or electric co-ops. Worked with Uwe 

Brandes in the urban planning program at Georgetown. Advocate for changes in 

zoning rules, building codes, Comp Plan, and developing denser, greener, and 

more livable neighborhoods.   

• Hana Freymiller – Chief Impact Officer at West Potomac Capital, an asset 

management firm in the DMV, working to raising capital and supporting the 

deployment of the GHG Reduction Fund into the DC-area particularly in LMI 

communities. West Potomac Capital focuses on deploying sustainable finance to 

mission driven financial institutions.  

 

12. Discussion & Upcoming Meetings 

• Next quarterly meeting: December 12, 2024 from 3-5:30 p.m. 

• Climate Commission’s Knowledge Forum on January 25, 2025 at the MLK Jr. 

Memorial Library.  

 

13. Adjourn: 5:31 PM 

https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/knowledge-forum

