
 

 
 

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

Commission on Climate Change and Resiliency 

 

Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

 

March 12, 2026 

3:00 – 5:30 pm 

 

Meeting Recording: 

https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/ldr.php?RCID=77bfb23f766f73b987040dedf6b9b95f 

 
 

DC-CCCR Commissioners 

 

Present: 

Colin McCormick  

Jim Dougherty 

Kate Johnson 

Kate Zyla  

Maureen Holman 

Peggy Keller  

Steve Moore  

Uwe Brandes 

 

Absent:  

Alan Etter 

Akiima Price  

Anthony Kane  

Erica Green  

Jim Landau 

 

DOEE Staff  

Alisonya Poole 

Brittany Whited 

Ryan Cafritz 

Tasneem Islam 

 

Invited Guests 

Mary Thomas 

Marlene Azer 
 

Other Guests 

Anupama Tantri 

Becky Chacko 

Chris Meadows 

Crystal McDonald 

Getahun Seyoum 

Hannah Nelson 

Jason Cumberbatch 

Lynn R. Goldman 

Stephen Marencic 

Yohannes Mariam 

 

 

1. Call to Order 3:04 PM 
 

2. Chair’s Welcoming Remarks (Uwe Brandes) 

 

3. Staff Report (Tasneem Islam) 

https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/ldr.php?RCID=77bfb23f766f73b987040dedf6b9b95f


 

4. Staff report included updates on administrative items and projects, events, and 

accomplishments from DOEE and other stakeholders. The report, including relevant 

links, is available on the CCCR website. 

 

5. Announcement of Quorum – Quorum confirmed.  
 

6. Approval of Agenda – A motion to approve the 3/12/2026 meeting agenda (Kate Zyla, 

Kate Johnson) was passed unanimously. 

 

7. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – A motion to approve the 12/11/2025 

Quarterly Meeting Minutes and the 1/12/2026 Special Session Meeting Minutes (Kate 

Zyla, Kate Johnson) was passed.  

 

8. Finance Report – none 

 

9. Governance Report – none  

 

10. Committee Reports – none  

 

11. Guest Presentations:   

 

• Mary Thomas, Director, Building Innovation Hub 

a. The Hub is a project of the Institute for Market Transformation (IMT) 

whose goal is to meet the current needs of the building industry while 

simultaneously pushing the industry towards innovative solutions to build 

and operate high-performing buildings. 

b. Within the District, the Hub serves building owners with implementation 

support around regulations and forming community partnerships to drive 

greater adoption of high performance buildings.  

c. As a result of this work, building performance has improved. 

d. 2023 is the most recent year with data, and a benchmarking study found 

that two-thirds of multifamily properties were above the BEPS threshold. 

Trends have also increased over time, with the median ENERGY STAR 

ratings also increasing over time. 

▪ Of all low performing buildings, performance has improved by 

75% since 2019.  

▪ Of the buildings on a performance compliance pathway, 30% of all 

buildings in 2023 had improved their efficiency by 20%.  

▪ Of the buildings on a standard target compliance pathway, 60% of 

buildings that had ENERGY STAR scores were higher than the 

minimum standard.  

e. Additional links:  

▪ Benchmarking trends blog series: 

https://buildinginnovationhub.org/resource/dc-benchmarking-

trends/ 

https://climatecommission.dc.gov/page/meetings-2
https://buildinginnovationhub.org/resource/dc-benchmarking-trends/
https://buildinginnovationhub.org/resource/dc-benchmarking-trends/


 

▪ Condo/Co-op BEPS Toolkit: 

https://buildinginnovationhub.org/resource/regulation-

basics/condominium-and-cooperative-beps-toolkit/ 

▪ Vendor Matchmaking program: 

https://buildinginnovationhub.org/resource/find-a-qualified-

vendor/find-a-vendor/ 

▪ Case studies: https://buildinginnovationhub.org/local-leaders/case-

studies/ 

 

• Marlene Azer, DC Sustainable Energy Utility (DCSEU) 

a. DCSEU’s goal is to help District residents and businesses increase their 

energy savings through three pathways of incentives and technical 

assistance: self-service projects, custom service for commercial properties, 

and multifamily affordable housing projects. 

b. The Affordable Housing Retrofit Accelerator (AHRA) program provides 

technical and financial support to affordable multifamily residential and 

other qualified building owners to decarbonize buildings through 

electrification and other energy conservation retrofits while preserving 

affordability for households and meeting BEPS goals. 

c. Project Spotlight: 97-Unit Senior Housing, NE DC, Ward 7. Through the 

AHRA program, conducted an audit and load study, which led to 

replacements of lighting, in-unit heat pumps, and low-flow fixtures, and 

electrified common area furnaces. 

d. Project Spotlight: Cycle House Multifamily Housing, Ward 5. Great 

example of collaboration across the District. DCSEU included rooftop 

solar that will allow the building to be the District’s first net-zero, 100% 

affordable housing community.  

e. Project Spotlight: 56-Unit Affordable Housing, NW DC, Ward 2. 

Transitioned from gas boilers to in-unit heat pumps, that will reduce 

energy usage by 50%. 

f. DCSEU offers workforce development courses available to District 

residents. 

g. Additional links 

▪ https://www.dcseu.com/ 

▪ Case Study: https://www.dcseu.com/impact-story/paradise-at-

parkside-when-electrification-meets-affordable-communities 

▪ https://buildinginnovationhub.org/why-now-is-the-best-time-for-

building-efficiency  

 

12. Public Comments – none  

 

13. Discussion & Upcoming Meeting 

• Interest in engagement with mayoral candidates. 

• Received positive feedback on the Third Report. 

• Next quarterly meeting: June 11, 2026 from 3-5:30 p.m. 
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14. Adjourn: 4:10 PM 


