
2023 Inventory Updates

For the District of Columbia Commission 
on Climate Change and Resiliency 
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Inventory intro

• We track emissions across the District using the Global Protocol 
for Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventories 
(GPC)

https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-accounting-reporting-standard-cities
https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-accounting-reporting-standard-cities
https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-accounting-reporting-standard-cities
https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-accounting-reporting-standard-cities
https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-accounting-reporting-standard-cities
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• The key drivers of emissions reductions 
between 2006 and 2022 have been:
• The greening of the region’s electric grid 

(66%)
• Decreased energy use intensity in 

commercial buildings (54%) 
• Improvements in vehicle fuel economy 

combined with fewer miles driven per 
resident (17%)

• These changes have allowed the city’s 
emissions to fall even as other factors 
have put upward pressure on emissions, 
including the increase in square feet of 
building space population growth and a 
warmer summer and colder winter in 2022 
compared to 2006.

Contribution Analysis 
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• CFDC: If we stick with current 
plans, the District will meet our 
60% emissions reduction goal 
by 2030.  But without further 
action, reductions will level off 
and fall short of carbon 
neutrality by nearly 3.7 million 
MMTCO2e in 2045

• To reach our goals, we need 
to accelerate bold action

Current Trajectory 
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Neutrality by 2045
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• District operations – GHG inventory

• District operation neutrality plan

• Consumption – based emissions

What’s next
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Consumption-
Based Emissions 
Inventory
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- Consumption-based emissions 
are estimates of the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions attributable to all 
consumption by District 
residents. 

- As a first step, the District 
Government has calculated 
an assessment of the carbon 
footprint of its food and 
beverage purchasing, and is 
committed to reducing those 
emissions by 25% by 2030

Consumption-based emissions inventory
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• District operations inventory
• Buro Happold awarded subgrant for developing a more refined 

government operations inventory
• Baseline 2022 

• District Operations Neutrality Plan
• Required by the Climate Commitment Act of 2022

• Climate Commitment Taskforce is comprised of several agencies including DOEE, 
DGS as co-chairs 

• Similar to Carbon Free DC, but only for District Gov 

• Due November 2025

District Gov
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