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Headline News

Councilmember Allen

Introduces Bill to Create
Youth Climate Council
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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
THE JOHN A. WILSON BUILDING
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20004

Charles Allen Committee Member
Councilmember, Ward 6 i and K i P
Chairperson Hcalth

Committee on Transportation and the Environment ‘The Judiciary & Public Safety

November 21, 2024

Nyasha Smith

Secretary to the Council

Council of the District of Columbia
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Secretary Smith:

Today, | am introducing the “Youth Advisory Council on Climate Change and Environmental
C vation Establish t Act of 2024”. Please find enclosed a signed copy of the legislation.

Young people are some of the most passionate and informed advocates for climate action. Across
the globe, we have seen youth-led movements—like the Fridays for Future campaign started by
Greta Thunberg—transform public discourse and push for urgent policy changes to combat climate
change. However, despite these significant contributions, youth voices remain underrepresented in
formal decision-making spaces, including here in the District. Establishing a Youth Advisory Council
dedicated to climate change and environmental conservation is a simple step to empower those
most acutely impacted by the long-term effects of climate change. This bill recognizes the value of
intergenerational collaboration and ensures that the perspectives of those most invested in the
future are not only heard, but actively integrated into our climate strategies.

At a time when the impacts of climate change are being felt with increasing intensity, it is critical
that we engage those who will inherit the planet and bear the long-term consequences of today’s
decisions in the policymaking process. Youth voices have taken center stage in recent years, mostly
notably internationally, in forums like the United Nations’s Framework Convention on Climate
Change Conference of the Parties (COP). Youth-led climate movements and action campaigns have
been steadily growing over the last decade, bringing much-needed attention to attention to the
urgency of the climate crisis.

During the Committee on Transportation and the Environment’s performance oversight hearings in
early 2024, youth advocates made clear that they want to be empowered to participate in climate
change governance here in the District and engage more meaningful with the Council, the Executive,
and other stakeholders to ensure that climate action policies are inclusive and reflect the needs of



https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B25-1043

DOEE Updates

Happening at DOEE

« Climate Ready DC 2.0 Final Open House Dec. 14 in lvy City
& Launch of Ivy City Climate Resilience Strategy

« Applications for District Sustainability Awards
« DC Racial Equity Dashboard Now Live
« BEPS Dashboard

* * *DEPARTMENT
W CF ENERGY &
I ENVIRONMENT
LR 2

BUILDING ENERGY
PERFORMANCE

ettt of Cobrvtnn

METRIC FILTERS 1Al
Solen 1 4 watr & 1o e T il vosadis o

de

COMMISSION ON

flrf'f" # CLIMATE CHANGE

wwwww


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/climate-ready-dc-20-open-houses-tickets-1048975573177
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/climate-ready-dc-20-open-houses-tickets-1048975573177
https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainabilityawards
https://data.ore.dc.gov/
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbuildingperformancedc.org%2F/1/010101927be8029c-1c696100-54a2-46aa-8caa-bc090e9bcb45-000000/oQixpKfTVNuJQFSChyO_bKrp6igetCJ77A9XcvKu-_Y=374

Presentation Proposals
« 22 proposals received

DC-CCCR

Knowledge « Final decisions will be sent mid/late December
Forum on Jan. 25

Proposals came from:

 DC-area universities

« Local climate/environmental non-profits
 DCresidents and advocates
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Deadline
DC Commission on Climate Dec.9
Change & Resiliency S Subject Matter Category

2025 K“OWInge Forum 22 responses

We seek to hear directly from citizens, researchers,
organizations, and agencies, on the past, present, . .
and future of how climate change impacts people and Climate Change Adaptation

organizations in the District of Columbia.

8 (36.4%)

Visit climatecommission.dc.gov to submit a proposal.

12 (54.5%)

Climate Change Mitigation

Community Engagement &
Resilience

16 (72.7%)
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DC-CCCR Knowledge Forum Agenda [DRAFT]

10-11a.m. Welcome and Keynote Presentations

Uwe Brandes, Richard Jackson (DOEE), Jason Samenow (Capital Weather Gang), Bill Browning (Terrapin Green)

11 a.m.-12 p.m. Panel Presentations #1

Mitigation: Clean Air Adaptation: Biodiversity Engagement: Policy: TBD
Environmental Justice

12-1p.m. Lunch Break and Tabling Session

A break to network and get lunch.

1-2p.m. Panel Presentations #2
Mitigation: Adaptation: Water Engagement: Climate Policy: TBD
Transforming Buildings Systems Communication

2-3p.m. Panel Presentations #3
Mitigation: Clean Energy Adaptation: Parks and Engagement: Innovating Policy: Youth Panel
Transitions Open Spaces Markets

3-4p.m. Closing Plenary Session and Open Forum with Climate Commission Members
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2025 DC-CCCR Quarterly Meeting Schedule

« Thursday, March 13, 2025

e Thursday, June 12, 2025

« Thursday, September 11, 2025
* Thursday, December 11, 2025
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