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Anna Parse Johnson
Remora House DC



Homelessness & 
Climate Change

Remora House DC



Remora House DC

Who we are: mutual aid group of 5 - 10 DC residents 

What we do: material support and advocacy for 35+ 
unhoused and recently housed people

This presentation will speak to my experience.
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PIT count 2024: 
10,000 people experiencing homelessness in 
DMV
1,500 unsheltered homeless people 
12% increase over 2023
(Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 2024)



Climate’s impact
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Climate change contributes to and exacerbates 
homelessness.
- People living outside are the most vulnerable to weather events 

- and impacts are growing more severe (NIH: Ramin & Svoboda 
2009).

- Climate is a leading cause of displacement globally - 675,000 
people in US in 2023 (Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
2023).



Local impact

Local effects: heat waves, cold snaps, severe storms, 
wildfires
Recent examples:
- Snow this month: we warned folks who didn’t know it was coming 

and distributed warming supplies
- Wildfire smoke this summer: folks reported feeling sick, asked 

us for cold & flu meds, we distributed masks



Residents’ response

Build resiliency in community.
- Track upcoming weather events
- Collect and share resources
- Advocate for each other
- Get through it
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Suggestion: stop encampment 
evictions
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Criminalization of homelessness exacerbates climate 
stress, especially encampment evictions.
- Forcible evictions increase likelihood of police interaction and 

undermine path to financial and housing stability (APHA 2023)
- Sweeps worsen exposure to climate hazards (Goodling 2019)

DC has 8 clearings scheduled for first half of February 
(DMHHS 2025) 



Learn more 
about our work.

Instagram

Bluesky

Twitter



Citations

APHA 2023: https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-
database/2024/01/16/displacement-of-encampments 
DMHHS 2025: https://dmhhs.dc.gov/page/encampments
Georgetown Environmental Law Review 2024: https://www.law.georgetown.edu/environmental-law-
review/blog/dual-hazards-of-homelessness-and-climate-change/
Goodling 2019: https://unequalcities.org/2020/01/31/intersecting-hazards-intersectional-identities-a-
baseline-critical-environmental-justice-analysis-of-homelessness/ 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 2023: https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/united-
states/
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 2023: https://www.mwcog.org/homelessnessreport/
NIH: Ramin & Svoboda 2009: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC2704276/
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Barbara Briggs
Sierra Club + Beyond Gas DC



Cooking Up 

Danger
Community Study Reveals Hazardous 

Nitrogen Dioxide Levels in DC and 

Maryland Kitchens

www.BeyondGasDC.org/NO2



How Did We Get Here? / ¿Cómo llegamos aquí?



Testing for NO2 / Prueba de NO2



The Testing Process / El Proceso de Prueba 



The Results / Los Resultados 



The Results / Los Resultados 



Recommendations / Recomendaciones 



Recommendations in DC /

Recomendaciones en DC   



Cooking Up 

Danger
Community Study Reveals Hazardous 

Nitrogen Dioxide Levels in DC and 

Maryland Kitchens

www.BeyondGasDC.org/NO2



Brenda Richardson
Anacostia Parks and Community Collaborative



THE POWER OF 
PARKS TO HEAL



“Adverse childhood experiences are the 
single greatest unaddressed public 

health threat facing our nation today.”

Robert Block, 

American Academy of Pediatrics



TRAUMATIC EVENTS IMPACT PEOPLE, FAMILIES, 
AND COMMUNITIES. THE CAN INCLUDE





increase time together with children, friends, and families
to strengthen bonds

form new habits, traditions, conquer fears, and 
or try new things

recover from setbacks and disappointments, as a form of 
stress release

Use park experiences to...



PARKS + PARTNERS= POWER
We proudly collaborate with a diverse 
network of park users,  community leaders, 
and professionals focused on health, justice, 
and environmental outcomes. Together, we 
create a vibrant, supportive park 
environment, one meaningful park 
engagement at a time.



YEAR
ROUND
EVENTS





Discussion
Commissioner Akiima Price



Questions & Answers
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