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Office of Waste Diversion

ZERO WASTE DC GOAL

Divert 80% or more of the city’s 
waste away from landfill and 
incineration and towards its 

highest and best use.

• Office within the DC 
Department of Public 
Works

• Established in 2014 to 
implement programs to 
achieve the District’s 
Zero Waste Goals



• Mitigating methane emissions 
and climate change

• Alleviating local pollution 
concerns

• Addressing environmental 
justice issues

• Creating jobs and keeping value 
in local, circular economies

Why is waste diversion 
important?

ANACOSTIA RIVER

ANACOSTIA PARK



Waste Diversion and Climate Change

• Waste disposal is third leading 
source of DC’s current GHG 
emissions. 

• Consumption-based emissions 
inventory forthcoming – will 
reveal additional emissions from 
waste sector. 

Source: Carbon Free DC



• The Zero Waste DC Plan provides a roadmap of steps the District must 
take to achieve an 80% waste diversion rate. 

• The Zero Waste DC Plan is made up of 7 overarching goals and 43 
actions designed to work together to achieve zero waste

• Development included: 
• Background research and baselining 

• Benefit-Cost Analysis

• Public Engagement Process

Zero Waste DC Plan

Read the full 
plan at: 
www.zerowaste.
dc.gov/zwdcplan



Zero Waste DC Impact 
By 2040, if implemented fully, the Plan will: 

• Divert an estimated 958,442 
tons of solid waste annually.

• Avoid an estimated 1.38 million 
MTCO2e of GHG annually. 

• Create nearly 300 green jobs 
within the District Government 
and inject $67 million in 
financial assistance and 
incentives into the community

• Avoid an estimated 1.38 million 
MTCO2e of GHG annually. 

This is the equivalent of planting 22.9 million 
trees and growing them for 10 years.



3 things to remember: 

Reduce first

Focus on food waste

Recycle right



• Reducing the waste generated 
citywide—from businesses, offices, 
schools, and homes—is the most 
efficient and effective pathway to 
meeting this goal. 

• By targeting waste at the source, we 
can reduce carbon and air emissions 
not only from hauling and disposal, 
but across products’ lifecycles.

REDUCE FIRST 

Overview



Ban on single-use 
plastic straws

5¢ plastic bag 
fees

Disposable utensils by 
request only

Styrofoam food 
service ware ban

Monthly repair 
clinics

Central reuse directory, 
reuse.dc.gov

REDUCE FIRST 

Existing DC policies and programs



Waste Reduction in the Zero Waste DC Plan

REDUCE FIRST 

In the Zero Waste DC Plan

Incremental approach to 
phasing out single use plastic



• Pack a water bottle, coffee 
mug, and utensils 

• Purchase goods in bulk or 
reusable packaging

• Shop used and second hand

• Only buy what you need – 
including food

REDUCE FIRST 

What can you do? 



3 things to remember: 

Reduce first

Focus on food waste

Recycle right



• In the United States, food waste 
comprises 24% of municipal solid 
waste in landfills.

• Food waste makes up 18% of the 
residential trash stream in the 
District of Columbia (as of 2018).

FOCUS ON FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS

Overview



Commercial Food Waste Diversion
Grants and training to small and local businesses to minimize 
their food waste going to landfill and minimize urban rat 
populations. 

Curbside Composting Pilot Program
DPW recently launched a weekly food waste collection 
program for 9,000 households.

Food Waste Drop Off 
Drop off locations for all DC residents at local Farmer’s Markets 
across all eight wards.

FOCUS ON FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS

Existing DC policies and programs



Action 14: Recycling & Composting Citywide: By 2025, adopt a universal recycling and composting ordinance requiring the 
source separation and collection of recyclables and compostables within all commercial, institutional,  governmental, and 
multi-family residential buildings. Provide curbside collection of recycling, composting, and refuse for all single-family 
residential households within a right-sized, three-bin system.

Action 19: Curbside Compost Collection: Pilot and roll-out a residential curbside food scrap collection program for 
all Department of Public Works-serviced residences.

Action 20: Distributed Composting: Expand the Food Waste Drop-off, Home Composting, East-of-the-River 
Compost Stewards, and Community Compost Cooperative Network programs to increase access to composting. Remove 
all existing barriers for residents and businesses to establish approved on-site organics processing equipment.

Action 21: Food Donation Requirements: Require retail food stores, restaurants, businesses, schools, hotels, 
and institutions to donate, to the extent practicable, surplus edible food to charitable or nonprofit organizations. Work 
with donating entities to prioritize the redistribution of edible food to food-insecure populations.

Action 34: Food Waste Education & Training: Create educational and training programs for residents, businesses, property 
managers, building owners, and janitorial staff on how to prevent food waste, donate edible food, and source separate 
non-edible food waste.
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FOCUS ON FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS

In the Zero Waste DC Plan

Required and accessible

Assist and educate



• Start separating your food scraps

• Bring your food scraps to a Food 
Waste Drop-Off location 

• Organize food waste collection 
services for your apartment 
building

• Check out a community garden 
near you

• Join the waitlist for curbside 
food waste collection services

FOCUS ON FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS

What can you do? 



3 things to remember: 

Reduce first

Focus on food waste

Recycle right



• 2021 waste characterization study 
estimated that in DC between 20-
30% of the waste stream are 
recyclable items. 

• Multi-family and commercial sectors 
generally have lower recycling rates 
than residential sector.

RECYCLING RIGHT

Overview



RECYCLING RIGHT

Existing DC Programs 

Community Education 
DPW regularly attends community events to share 
information about recycling requirements and resources 

Multi-Family Outreach and Technical 
Assistance
Six Recycling Outreach Specialists pro-actively visit multi-family 
buildings to assess compliance with recycling requirements and 
offer technical assistance to help buildings address problem 
areas. 

Recycling Contamination Screening 
DPW staff screen loads of incoming recycling at the Fort 
Totten Transfer Station to keep trash out of recycling. 
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RECYCLING RIGHT

In the Zero Waste DC Plan
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Action 14: Recycling & Composting Citywide: By 2025, adopt a universal recycling and composting ordinance requiring the 
source separation and collection of recyclables and compostables within all commercial, institutional,  governmental, and 
multi-family residential buildings. Provide curbside collection of recycling, composting, and refuse for all single-family 
residential households within a right-sized, three-bin system.

Action 17 & 18: Public Space Containers: Establish a uniform make, model, color, and messaging scheme for all recycling, 
compost, refuse, and pet-waste receptacles. Develop and implement plan to provide adequate number of public space 
containers citywide. 

Action 23: Mobile Resource Recovery: Establish hard-to-recycle materials collection fleet… to provide residents to direct 
and convenient access to drop off hard-to-recycle materials such as electronics, batteries, and paint. 

Action 25: Extended Producer Responsibility: Adopt policies to expand Extended Producer Responsibility requirement for 
more hard-to-recycle products [including] tires, sharps, mattresses, etc. 

Action 27: Zero Waste Campus: Construct and operate a state-of-the-art Zero Waste Campus that includes a Materials 
Recovery Facility, drop-off for hard-to-recycle-materials, commercial glass bunkers, and more. 

Action 34 & 37: Zero Waste Outreach and Education: ...Host education tutorials, trainings, certification for residents and 
businesses… bolster social media, street-level information, and technical assistance. Provide zero waste education to all 
classrooms and schools. 

Required and accessible

Assist and educate



• Continue recycling at home! 
Leave recyclables loose, clean 
and empty. 

• Keep contamination out of your 
household recycling

• Remind and encourage office 
managers or property managers 
to offer recycling

• Start a battery recycling drop-off 
location at your office or 
business

RECYCLING RIGHT

What can you do? 



3 things to remember: 

Reduce first

Focus on food waste

Recycle right



Thank you!
Learn more at zerowaste.dc.gov

Questions? Email us at zero.waste@dc.gov

Sarah Hofman-Graham 

Department of Public Works, Office of Waste Diversion 

Sarah.hofman-graham@dc.gov

mailto:zero.waste@dc.gov
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